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The Washington County Food Pantry is looking for potential board   

members to serve a three year term on the governing board.  If you are 

interested and are available to meet once a month, please contact    

Denise at 402.426.0440 for more details.   

The term will begin in January 2021.   

The Washington County Food Pantry benefitted from the USDA’s 

Farmers to Families program this summer. Fresh produce, dairy 

and protein were delivered weekly to us for distribution.  We were 

able to provide a great variety of fresh food options at a minimal 

cost to our community.  This fall, the Farmers to Families program 

continues to provide fresh produce and dairy although the amount 

we receive is less than in the summer months.   

the  
Fall 2020 www.josephscoat.org Looking for a service project for your company or 

organization?  Contact us!   
We can help you organize a food drive or provide 
you ideas for a community service project.   

Want to hear more about 
what we do?  We will speak 
at your group meeting.   
We also give tours of the 
pantry (please call ahead to  
schedule the time).  

1737 Washington Street 

Blair, NE 68008 

402.426.0440 

 

www.josephscoat.org                       follow us on Facebook  

WCFP Board of Directors: Kristina Churchill, Harriet Waite, LeaAnn Quist, JoEllen Maras, Mark Degner, 
Chris Jensen, Gregg Miller, Fred Otte, Scott VanderSchaaf, Kevin Willis, Mark Zanotto.  
WCFP Strategic Director: Denise Cada 

Did You Know... 

An example of a produce box that was distributed this summer.   
We were able to hand out 80 of these boxes a week.   

The Washington County Extension Office, led by Extension Educator 

Jordan Luxa, partnered with the WCFP to provide fresh garden prod-

ucts to our community members.  This year the project produced 269 

pounds of produce and blessed 172 families.  

It seems that air conditioning units always fail on the hottest of 

days.  In the case of the WCFP, our unit stopped working    

during the hottest days of August.  We were able to replace the 

cooling and heating unit within a week and pantry hours were 

only modestly affected.   

NET Television is producing a documentary on the COVID-19 pandemic 

impact on local Nebraska businesses. Our Strategic Director, Denise    

Cada, was interviewed for the show and reported how the WCFP respond-

ed, and continues to respond, to the pandemic outbreak in Washington 

County. The PBS documentary will air in February/March 2021.  

Blair Radio 94.1 hosted the event which also featured State Senator Ben 

Hansen and MCH&HS President & CEO Manny Banner.   

The old AC unit was removed from the roof 
and replaced with a more efficient option.   

Director Bill Kelly gives instruction to the filming crew, 
Kelly Johnson of Blair Radio and Denise Cada.  



 

 

Runza’s annual Feed the Needs fundraiser 

was held on September 22nd and the Blair 

Runza location donated $418.77 to the WCFP. 

Thank you for supporting the 
Washington County Food Pantry!  

We are a 501(c)(3) organization. All gifts are tax deductible. 

In 2019 we distributed 212,655 
pounds of food to families,  
seniors and children struggling 
with hunger in our community.  

The food pantry is going green!  

Thanks to the generosity of Washington 

County Bank and its employees, our first 

order of reusable bags has arrived. We 

are excited to begin the process of phas-

ing out single use bags in the pantry. 

Washington County Bank employees 

hold an annual food drive for the pantry, 

but this year with employees working 

remotely due to the pandemic they want-

ed to try something different - we agreed 

raising funds for re-usable bags would be 

a great project for them to tackle!  

“This project has been on my radar for 

the past two years,” commented WCFP 

Strategic Director, Denise Cada.  “We 

want to serve our patrons and the com-

munity in the most efficient way possible 

and eliminating bag waste is another big 

step for us.”  

The reusable bag concept has been well 

received we plan to expand it further by 

offering insulated bags for perishables.   

• 149 FAMILIES 
• 343 INDIVIDUALS 

• 7,329 MEALS 

Most commonly needed food 
items: Jelly, syrup, soups, boxed 
potatoes, potatoes, canned veg-
etables, cereal, oatmeal, ramen 
noodles and toilet paper.   

Washington County Food Pantry 

1737 Washington Street, Blair, NE 68008 

Joseph’s Coat—please give gently used clothing, toys, household items and 
small furniture and appliances. 

Direct Your Dollars—bring us your receipts from Family Fare. For every 
$150,000 of receipts, Family Fare donates $1,000 to the WCFP.  

 
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from 
your AmazonSmile purchases.  

PayPal-donations are accepted online at www.josephscoat.org/support. 

Monetary Donations are always accepted in person or by mail.  

“WCB staff could wear jeans on four consecutive 
Fridays for a donation of $5 per Friday with the 
bank matching funds raised. In four weeks we 
raised enough for 300 bags which we purchased 
from one of our local vendors.” 
   
  -JoEllen Maras 
                WCB Marketing Officer 

River Wilds offered an evening of golf with  

free-will donations directed to the WCFP.  

Thank you for your support.  

WCFP was awarded $1,000 from Family Fare/

Spartan Nash’s Direct Your Dollars program.  

Keep collecting your receipts!  They make a 

difference!  


